Philosophical presuppositions of Greek concept of „apocatastasis”
Wojciech Szczerba
The philosophical concept of apocatastasis denotes a return to the beginning, restoration of the primal order of things, restitution of the ideal unity, which on the basis of law of the necessity or the original sin has been lost. In the philosophical thought it is possible to indicate two basic levels on which the return is considered, the level of macro scale of cosmos and the level of the creation, especially the level of the human beings. Thus, it is possible to define a cosmological and personal aspect  of the philosophical concept of apocatastasis. In order for the concept to take place, there have to be met certain conditions, such as e.g. the idea of perfect nature of the beginning and the degradation of the cosmos in the course of history, the cyclical nature of time, the concept of cosmological justice, the evil taken as a lack of good or the idea of kinship between human and god. The article describes the main modes of the concept of apocatastasis in philosophical thought and analysis major requirements that are and have to be met on the way of the concept of eternal return.  

Apostle Paul’s View of Hell

Piotr Lorek

The article tackles to the theme of ultimate destiny of the unbelievers in the Apostle Paul’s thought in the context of the discussion of he major three Christian views of the nature of hell (everlasting suffering, ultimate annihilation, and final renewal of unbelievers). All three views assume some kind of eternal life of unbelievers. It turns out however, that expect for one deuteropauline passage, it is difficult to speak, on the basis of Paul’s letters, about the traditional bodiless existence of the unbelievers immediately after their death, or about their final physical resurrection. For the purpose of further discussion the author assumes, however, the presence of Paul’s conviction about the resurrection of unbelievers in his writings and wonders whether, on the basis of the available statements about the eschatological state of unbelievers, it is legitimate to defend one of the three view on hell. This analysis leads to the conclusion that none of the views can be proven without the accusation of overinterpretation and a priori assumption of the particular scenario on the afterlife fate of unbelievers, though these may be claimed to be derived from exegesis. Thus it turns out, in a further attempt to reconstruct the Pauline view of hell, that his lack of  belief in the afterlife existence of unconverted can be harmonized with the basic ‘death’ vocabulary which he uses to describe their ultimate fate. This means that Paul probably thought that the existence of unbelievers ends with their physical death. 

Limits of Apocatastasis in St. John’s Apocalypse: exegetical considerations.

Sebastian Smolarz

The essay distinguishes between the concept of apocatastasis in literary and theological sense. It considers focal statements referring to the restoration of the world in Rev 21-22   (Ἰδοὺ καινὰ ποιῶ πάντα in 21, 5b;  ὁ θάνατος οὐκ ἔσται in 21, 4b and     ξύλον ζωῆς in 22, 2), suggesting that they can be interpreted against the historical background of Revelation’s original audience. It is also analyses the notion of “second death” in Revelation (2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8) and Jewish biblical writings (Tg. P and Onqelos Deut 36:6; Tg. Isaiah 22:14; 65:6, 15 Tg. Jeremiah 51:37, 59), pointing that the concept is a serious obstacle in the way of theological  apocatastasis in the Visionary’s document.
“I am making all things new”. Apokatastasis and the new Creation.

Maciej Manikowski

In The Book of Revelation we can find very important words. He who sits on the throne said: “Behold, I am making all things new”. These words are repetition of the words from Genesis. This essay is an attempt towards an understanding of the statesman. I make a distinction between a creation in the absolute and relative meaning. First I understand as a creation from nothing, second as a metamorphosis of a created world. I think that the new creation from The Book of Revelation is the metamorphosis of the created world and – in this meaning – a end of the old world. Therefore, the new creation is a completion of a process of creation.
Transformation in understanding of the attribute of God’s justice during the Christianization of Germanic tribes – the controversial material. 
Elżbieta Kotkowska

The image of God in theology is marked by searching the answer to the question, ‘How is God’s righteous?’ and whether is it the same answer as the answer to the question about ‘God of Justice”. The controversy over ‘empty hell’ is a problem of Polish theology in 20th century. The most important difficulty is whether we are able to depict the relation between man and God in the domain of justice, without disregarding God’s mercy. We can see that in Europe it was not possible to achieve such an account with a common meaning. We can especially see this when we pay attention to the developments of the 5th and 6th centuries. It was the of Christianization of German tribes, pagans and Arians. A. Gerken suggested that Germanic people had received Greek and Roman culture and transformed them in specific ways. It was a highly creative encounter between the Roman Catholic Church and German vision of the life. We can particularly recognize those influences in the understanding of God’s Justice. God had to be strong and full of power, and His justice was depicted like human justice. The biblical understanding of justice, with an influence of mercy, was almost lost at the time.      
Death or Eternal Life. Athenagoras’s View of the Resurrection of the Body 

Jacek Zieliński

The work of Athenagoras Ón the Resurrection of the Dead”(Peri anastaseos nekron) is a foundational and certainly unquestioned work of the early Christian 

Church. It treats the important and also very difficult problem of arguing for 

the possibility and necessity of the resurrection of the body on the basis of the 

authority of reason alone. The purpose of this article is to present the way in 

which Athenagoras arrives at the recognition of the endurance of man’s existence 

— this is, of the body and the soul, after death, which is called ”the brother of 

sleep”. Athenagoras starts from the acceptance of a neccessary principle of order 

and beauty in the universe, which is God the Creator and Sustainer. He disproves the thesis of the end of the human body at the moment of death, which was 

accepted and proliferated by many of his contemporaries, by arguing first from 

the ontological order, and secondly from the ethical order. For what God calls 

into existence must be perfect and good, and therefore be subject to a standard, 

to an order, and have a defined form. However, man does not need to strive 

and live according to his nature, but he needs to be aware that his proper or 

improper behaviour will receive the respective reward. For the reward to be 

just, it needs to refer to the whole man, who is composed of soul and body. The 

judgment of the Creator on man is therefore an examination of his whole life 

and the principles according to which he behaved.
The Problem of Universal Salvation in the Philosophy of N. A. Berdyaev 

Jan Krasicki

The article discusses the problem of universal salvation in the philosophy 

of Nicolai Byerdaev. It points to the antinomies of his concept of freedom and 

the ways these inform his eschatological concepts. Also, it stresses the fact that 

Byerdaevs thought, although paradoxical and disarming fixed eschatological 

notions, brings with itself an amazing potential of hope as far as the ultimate 

vocation of man is concerned.
Dispute over Universal Salvation in Contemporary Polish Catholic Theology 

Bogdan Ferdek

The discussion of the hope for universal salvation in Polish Catholic theology 

has not ended the argument about an empty hell. This question could be resolved by some special revelation of God, indicating whether anyone experiences 

condemnation, and if so, who. Even though the issue of an empty hell remains 

an open question, it has produced good fruit. 

One of these is the departure from Augustine’s massa damnata. Contemporary 

Polish Catholic theology takes the position that condemnation remains a real 

possibility. This real possibility is opposed by the certainty of salvation. If it is 

not known whether anyone has been condemned, at least it is known that many 

have already been saved. In the Roman Catholic Church there is a long litany 

of saints. 

The argument about hell has also produced a new theological picture of 

hell. It is opposed to the traditional vision, in which not infrequently, theological elements give way to topography, volcanology or mathematics. The new 

idea of hell is not of a cruel punishment laid on by God from outside, but of 

a completely free choice by humans who are able to reject God’s love and forgiveness. God does not want hell, but man may want it, and that is why hell is 

self-condemnation. 

Finally, the conversation about an empty hell has brought about a rejection 

of dualism in the formulation of eternity. Eternity has been understood as the 

co-existence of two independent empires: God with the saved and Satan with 

the condemned. Such a framing of eternity would indicate Gnostic dualism, 

whereas eternity means that God will be all in all (I Cor 15:28), and moreover, 

that everyone and everything will be subject to him. 

The positive fruit of this discussion about an empty hell should lead to 

a more consistent christological reinterpretation of eschatology, according to 

which Christ acquired is heaven, and Christ lost is hell, and this acquiring Christ
The community-based idea of universal salvation in Orthodox theology 

Malwina Chuda

This article is devoted to communitied basics of apokatastasis, in Christian 

thought understood as hope for general salvation. The author’s area of interests included works of the early-Christian Fathers of the Eastern Church and 

representatives of Russian religious philosophers from the 19th and 20th centuries. The issues are? presented on the example of God-manhood, All-Unity, 

sobornost’ and other related aspects, corelating with the idea of eschatological universalism. The first category — God-manhood, which includes human 

conception?, perceived as microcosmos and microtheos, was taken up in order to 

emphasize the significant role of man in an all-embracing salvation procees. 

The innovative conception of “unity in multiplicity”, outlined in Vladimir Soloviov’s (All-Unity) and Aleksey Khomyakov’s (sobornost’) leading ideas, gave 

voice to culture confidence in eschatological solidarity of fate, community spirit 

as well as shared responsibility for every living being, which was widespread 

in Eastern Europe, especially in Russia.. Object of apokatastasis meditations were 

researcher’s comments, concerning supremacy of compassion and, propagated 

in Orthodox Church, practices prayer intercession.
God of hope over against “empty hell controversy” 

Jacek Pekacz

This article is an attempt to show the image of God of hope over against 

so-called “empty hell controversy” in the Catholic theology of the second half 

of the twentieth century. Since mercy and justice are an expression of the saving 

action of God for man, God is the ultimate foundation of human hope. The 

aim of the study was to show grounds of the image of the God of hope. Since 

the dispute over empty hell refers to the salvation of all men, sources of the 

universalistic concept of salvation were shown here in relation to the events 

of Jesus Christ. First of all, it emphasized the incarnation as the cornerstone 

of reconciliation of all in Christ. In addition, the Easter event, with particular 

emphasis on Christ’s descent into Hades, is being read as an event encompassing 

the whole of humanity. Crowning article was an indication of the mystery of 

the judgment as a mystery of man’s liberation from sin and reconciliation with 

God. To sum up, paraphrasing the words of John Paul II, one can say that justice 

and mercy are the two wings on which man rises to the mystery of salvation.

