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The philosophy of the Logos as allegoristic hermeneutics. Clement of Alexandria. 

Abstract
The basic assumption of Clement’s allegoresis was the conviction that the Logos as humanity’s only teacher of the truth speaks through the books of the Bible. Therefore, the Gospel is nothing less than a realization and fulfillment of the Law and therefore the faith in Christ is the key to the interpretation of the Old and New Testaments, as well as the whole legacy of the Greeks. (God had also entered into a covenant with them but at the level of the ratio). In his exegetical practice, Clement was deeply convinced – in which the influence of Philo of Alexandria is also manifested – that the Revelation cannot include anything trivial and that every word had been used purposefully. At the same time, he believed that this purpose was often implicit and imperceptible to us in a direct or literal way.  
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LA SECONDE SOPHISTIQUE

RÉSUMÉ


Les chercheurs n'ayant guère songé à jeter des ponts entre la Seconde Sophistique et l'Antiquité tardive, il s’agit d'ouvrir une piste, en posant la question de savoir dans quelle mesure le concept d'Antiquité tardive peut servir à interpréter de manière nouvelle la Seconde Sophistique. Les deux principales directions de la recherche sur la Seconde Sophistique ont consisté, d’une part, à mettre en relief la culture des sophistes et leurs références au passé grec de l'époque archaïque et classique, d’autre part, à souligner l'importance du rôle politique et social joué par les sophistes en leur temps. La troisième direction, qui est proposée ici, permet de faire apparaître, dans la culture et les conceptions des sophistes des ier-iiie siècles après J.-C., des traits qui annoncent l'Antiquité tardive et qui étaient, à l’époque, porteurs d’avenir. La Seconde Sophistique ne se limitait pas à l’admiration pour le passé et aux fonctions officelles exercées par les sophistes. Elle comportait aussi des formes de dévotion intimes et exacerbées, des expériences de mysticisme, un modèle de "holy man" doté de pouvoirs surnaturels, toute une culture philosophico-religieuse, des rapports avec le platonisme, avec le judaïsme et le christianisme, et encore une pratique littéraire riche et variée s'étendant, au-delà des discours rhétoriques, à la poésie, à l'autobiographie, à l'épistolographie, au récit de rêves, au roman. 

Laurent Pernot

The language of praise and prayer

Abstract

There was, in the first centuries of the Roman Empire, a rhetorical language of religious experience that was common to both pagan and Christian texts. This is not altogether surprising, as Christians and pagans lived in the same world and used the same languages (Greek and Latin), even if they held different traditions and faiths. It is interesting to try and establish the list of essential elements which compose this common rhetorical language. Set forms, argumentation, stylistic devices and phraseology are part of it. The present paper examines certain elements of religious language that are, perhaps, common from one religion to another, or from one culture to another, looking at them from a historical perspective, specifically from that of the beginnings of the Christian era, in the early centuries of the Roman Empire. The demonstration is based on the examples of hymn (defined, in the ancient sense of the word, as a eulogy to a god, accompanied by an invocation and a request), self-praise, and prayer. Parallels are drawn between the pagan practice of these forms and several passages of the New Testament. The question that arises is whether there are universal aspects of religious rhetoric, anthropological and psycholinguistic constants, or at least essential and invariable rules. This would include, for example, in the case of praise addressed to a god, eulogy to his acts, eulogy to divine power and hymns of thanksgiving. The rhetoric of religion allows us to go beyond the differences between particular religions and to identify fundamental rhetorical forms. In this way, we can hope that, thanks to the rhetorical approach, a new angle can be brought to the study of religion. 

Michał Głowala

The Art of Praise

Abstract 

The paper focuses on an Aristotelian argument (Rhetoric 1354a1-11) for the thesis that there is such an art (te/xnh) as rhetoric, and, especially, the art of praise (e)/painoj and e)gkw/mion). The proper performance of this art is to show or demonstrate in words or speech how great a deed somebody has done or how good a man he is at all, and how great his virtue is. The argument shows clearly an application of important general rules of description  of  te/xnh as a potentiality being the principle of an action (e)/rgon) as a kind of actuality. Thus I discuss first the distinction between performing some kind of act at random and familiarity (ei)kh|= - sunh/qeia) (Rhetoric1354a4-11), and the idea that in a case of a given kind of performance art is the knowledge of the foundation or principle of this distinction. This shows particularly clearly some general and important features of an accurate description proper for an activity or performance of a given kind, known from the Aristotelian and scholastic theory of the different rationes of the same act. Then I focus on the accurate description of the performance of praise itself as some peculiar kind of showing or demonstrating the virtue. First from the point of view of  the Aristotelian distinction of two kinds of means used in praise (e)/ntexnon and a)/texnon, Rhetoric 1355b35-1366a5); this shows the peculiarity of speech as a kind of performance or activity. Then from the point of view of the difference between the ways we treat virtues in ethics and in rhetoric; praise proves here to be some kind of performance of delightful contemplation of someone's virtue and goodness.  
Mirosław Patalon 

The common threads of Judaism and process theology

Abstract

Contemporary process philosophy refers mainly to the works of Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947). A particular development of process theology, emerging from the same source,  took place between 1930 and 1955, when several scholars connected with the University of Chicago, especially Henry Nelson Wieman, Bernard Loomer, Bernard Meland and Charles Hartshorne adopted process philosophy to Christian theology. In a general sense, this school rejects the supra-naturalistic assumption that beyond the physical nature is any form of supernatural reality which is different and detached from the world but at the same time takes control over it, beginning with the act of creation, through arbitral moral norms, to a precisely defined goal of the history. On the other hand, it maintains that God exists as the soul of the universe and the source of its regeneration, and in this sense it is not an atheistic or nihilistic thought. Such a rational understanding of God and the world in a panenteistic system can be also found in the Jewish thought, be it ancient (the Old Testament), medieval (predominantly Cabala), modern (e.g. B. Spinoza) and contemporary (e.g. M. Buber, f. Rosenzweig, A.J. Heschel). The goal of this article is to demonstrate selected common concepts of the judaistic and process thought.
Piotr Blumczyński 

Politically correct translation: an outline of ideological influences in selected contemporary English translations of the New Testament

Abstract

The last two decades have seen the publication of at least twenty new English versions of the New Testament. It seems that this profusion of new translations may to a large extent be accounted for in terms of ideological influences among which two major tendencies can be discerned. The first and largest group of new versions, often referred to as gender-inclusive or gender-neutral, focus on the formal level and seek to eliminate or significantly reduce the generic use of the masculine gender. The other tendency is exemplified in several versions which originated in radical feminist circles and propose the modification not only of the form but also of the content of the biblical message in order to bring it into conformity with a certain ideological framework. The article aims to present a thorough survey of both tendencies and explain their origin against the broader background of modern Western culture.

Piotr Lorek 

The basic linear and chastic dispositio of the First Epistle to the Corinthians.

Abstract

Paul probably dictated I Corinthians to his amanuensis. The letter was subsequently read publicly to the congregation. Thus, although I Cor existed in a written form, it originated and was delivered orally, and, consequently, can be analyzed from the rhetorical perspective. The present article aims to reproduce the dispositio of the letter by recognizing its main auditory structural indications that must have been discerned by the original recipients. Attention is devoted to Pauline employment of the ancient epistolary components, his direct address of the listeners by  vAdelfoi,,, use of the introductory phrase peri. de, posing of rhetorical questions, creating frequent inclusiones, and mentioning his future visit to Corinth three times. All these structural features enable the isolation of the main sections of I Cor. The study of their content demonstrates how Paul developed the main themes of the letter and how he composed its linear and chiastic dispositio to surve this purpose.

Sławomir Torbus

The Pauline Epistles in the rhetorical culture of antiquity

Abstract

The paper is an introduction to the complex problem of ancient rhetoric, which was the subject of the Rhetorical Session held in Wroclaw in May 2005.

The very important role of rhetoric in the social life of antiquity must be emphasized. One can say that rhetoric practically organized the social, political and religious life in ancient Greece and Rome. Rhetoric was the core of that culture and some researchers use the term “rhetorical culture”. It is therefore legitimate to ask how literary works were composed and read in the world dominated by oral modes of communication and what the function of written word was. This question is also important in the context of interpretation of the Pauline epistles, forming a part of ancient heritage. The problem is examined by scholars in the stream of rhetorical biblical criticism, stressing the oral context of the New Testament literature. Two aspects are very important in this discussion, namely the problem of ancient literacy (the percentage of literates was being rather low) and the specific role of writing in antiquity, including the problem of the reception of literature and the question of reading techniques (mostly reading aloud). Conclusions drawn from the analysis of these issues lead to the validation of the thesis about the presence of internal structural indicators in ancient texts. Their identification would enable us to better understand not only the epistles of St. Paul, but perhaps also other Greek and Roman texts from this period.

The problem of god and the beginning of the world in the ancient Greek thought: the refutation of the creatio ex nihilo
Abstract
The article shows that the concept of god in Greek philosophy, however interpreted, cannot become the concept of Creator ex nihilo. God can be a Demiurge of the world, its Providence, or its guard. God can be the telos of the world or simply a justification of its existence, he cannot however create the world in the absolute sense of the word because the world in the Greek thought does not emerge from nothingness. There is no concept of nihil in the ontological sense. The world has no beginning, has always existed in various forms, or at its roots there is an eternal substratum, which may evolve into cosmos. Olof Gigon’s opinion seems very accurate here that the ancient gods are never understood as creators of the cosmos, but always as only those who arrange it. After the 6th century the philosophical understanding of the cosmogony made the intervention of gods unnecessary. One is the beginning from which emerged that which is bright and dark, light and heavy, etc. Elements arrange themselves according to their nature. Deity regains its meaning only where for interpretation of the world teleological principles are referred to. Those who speak about beauty or the purpose of the world introduced the necessity of existence of some kind of planning/arranging spirit, who had wanted this beauty and created it. This is the beginning of the creation of the philosophical understanding of god: god as a spirit assembling the world and being its providence, but, significantly is important, this understanding has always remained underdeveloped. 

Greek gods, the gods of myth or philosophy, have never become creators of the world.
